October 23, 2014 TRV

Office of the General Counsel MuK b K q " 20140CT 29 PHI2: L0
Federal Election Commission ;

999 E Street, NW B QFFICE o 2 hny
Washington, DC 20463 WU

Re: Margie Wakefield and the Margie Wakefield for Kansas Committee.
To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to2 U.S.C. §437(g)(a)(1) and 11 C.F.R. §111.4 (2008), please accept this letter as a
Complaint against Margie Wakefield (“Wakefield”) and the Margie Wakefield for Kansas
Committee (“Committee™) for operating in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended (the “Act”), and Federal Election Commission (“FEC” or “Commission”)
regulations, and more specifically, for the advertising disclaimer requirements set forth in 52
U.S.C. 30120 and 11 CFR part 110.

I Facts

The Margie Wakefield for Kansas Committee is the authorized principal campaign committee
for Margie Wakefield, a candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives seat representing
Kansas’s 2" Congressional District. The Campaign has produced and distributed yard signs
currently on display all over the district. See Attachment. The yard signs feature the text “Margie
Wakefield for Congress,” but unlawfully fails to include any disclaimer or other information
disclosing the yard signs’ source of payment.

II. Relevant Law

Any public communication made by a political committee must display a disclaimer. 11 CFR
110.11(a)(1). A public communication is defined, in part, as any “general public political
advertising,” which includes yard signs. 11 CFR 100.26.

If the communication is paid for and authorized by a candidate, an authorized committee of a
candidate, or an agent of either, the disclaimer must clearly state that the communication has
been paid for by the authorized political committee. 11 CFR 110.11(b)(1). All disclaimers must
be “clear and conspicuous”. 11 CFR 110.11(c)(1). In addition, disclaimers on printed materials
must be of sufficient type size to be clearly readable, set aside in a box, and printed with a
reasonable degree of color contrast between the background and the printed statement. 11 CFR
110.11(c)(2).

I1I. Legal Analysis

Simply put, Wakefield and the Committee failed to include on their yard signs a clear statement
indicating that the communication has been paid for by Margie Wakefield for Kansas. As a result
of the absence of a “clearly conspicuous” written disclaimer on the yard signs, Wakefield and the



Committee violated federal law and failed to satisfy the requirements 6f 11 CFR § 110.11(b)-(c).
Accordingly, the yard signs are undoubtedly impermissible and are in clear violation of both
Federal law and FEC Regulations.

IV.  Conclusion
Upon information and belief, and based upon the facts relayed herein, Margie Wakefield and the
Margie Wakefield for Kansas Committee have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, and Federal Election Commission Regulations. Accordingly, we respectfully
request that the Commission conduct an immediate investigation into the violations outlined
above and impose the maximum penalty under law.
The foregoing is correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information and belief:

Respectfully submitted,
wave (g, | A
A =7

Sworn to and subscribed before me this .£7 day of October, 2014.
}é&t/: : ! C’S—| A
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: »}/-Jﬂ. /7

A . BERNADETTE M. SMITH
EE™ Notary Public - State.of Kafsas
My Appl. Expites 2/, 0. /7 .
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